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During an April 29 press conference, Human Rights Ombudsman Carlos Molina expressed his
concern over the recent increase in politically-motivated human rights abuses. Molina criticized
"negligence" by judicial authorities, which he says contributes to criminal impunity in the country.
The Ombudsman's office (Procuraduria de los Derechos Humanos de El Salvador, PDHES) was
established as a autonomous government organization under terms of the 1992 Salvadoran peace
accords. Molina said PDHES staff are currently investigating 12 recent killings in which the victims'
bodies showed signs of torture. "There are sufficient signs to report that in many of these cases,
political motives were at play," said Molina. Among other recommendations to the government,
Molina urged approval of new anti-crime legislation, including a strict gun control law. Molina
said he supports the conclusions and recommendations regarding the justice system contained in
the recent UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL) report and in the Truth Commission Report. Molina's
comments came amidst an acrimonious clash between the OAS's Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR) and the administration of President Alfredo Cristiani. An IACHR
delegation had planned a five-day visit to El Salvador to investigate reports of increased human
rights violations. But just before departing for El Salvador on April 21, the delegation canceled
its trip on the government's request. The Cristiani administration says "prior commitments" on
the part of government officials who were to meet with the delegation led to the postponement.
The IACHR counters, however, that the government's decision was a clear violation of previous
commitments assumed with the Commission. A new date for the visit has still not been set.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/29/93, 05/03/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

